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A little girl comes home from school, eager to show her mother a 
drawing. Her mother is washing dishes. “Mommy, guess what?” she 
squeals, waving the drawing. Without looking up, her mother 
responds, “What?” “Guess what?” repeats the little girl. Again the 
mother asks, “What?” “Mommy, you’re not listening.” Still not 
shifting her focus from the dishes, she says, “Yes sweetie, I am.” 
“But Mommy, you’re not listening with your eyes.”

It seems, in today’s climate, we are failing in the art of listening. We 

are so engrossed in our daily lives, so head-down and task-oriented, so divided, that we not 
only forget to listen with our eyes, we fail to open our ears. Last month we spent time learning 
from various Torah portions the value of truly seeing and hearing.  We saw it with Korach’s 
rebellion and the possible underlying issue that was at hand. We experienced it again with 
Bilaam as he gazed upon the tents of Jacob and “truly saw.” And we saw it once more in the 
stories of Pinchas and Zelophechad’s daughters and how their actions demonstrated the 
necessity of “seeing” and “hearing” with eyes and ears of truth. Of course, this idea can be 
found in the most famous of all Jewish prayers, the Shema.  We translate it as “hear.” Yet its 
root and meaning is not “to hear,” rather the higher value, the greater mitzvah — we are 
commanded to listen. 

Hearing is the easy part. Hearing simply happens. Listening and seeing, however, is a 
conscious choice. Listening requires concentration and leads to understanding. Listening 
requires not only your ears, but your eyes, your heart, your mind — indeed L’shma nefesh we 
must listen with our soul, our complete being. Most people are not “hard of hearing,” rather 
they are “hard of listening.” Acknowledging another human being is not about giving advice; it 
is about giving attention. People’s words are their most personal creations, coming straight 
from their minds and going directly into the listener’s ears, yearning to find a home in our 
heart. When one truly listens, he or she gives more than can be imagined, for the listener 
holds sacred a piece of the speaker’s soul. What an honor it is to listen!

Rabbi Harold Kushner stated, “When we call out to God in our distress, God answers us by 
sending us people. Any path is easier to travel when you have somebody’s hand to hold.” 
There is deep pain in our world right now and it is the pain of divisiveness, isolation and 
loneliness. We can soften some of that pain. We can put our phone down; turn off the 24-hour 
news cycle. Or just simply stop what we are doing and listen to our friend or loved one with 
intention and empathy. 

Let’s return to that mother in her kitchen with her daughter. The mother was now listening to 
her daughter. She put down her dishes and lifted up her eyes, she leaned down, got close to 
see the creation in the child’s hand. The mother focused on her words, she listened with her 
eyes and her ears and her heart and her soul whispered, “Hineini — here I am!”

L’Shalom,

Reb Tuviah


A Message From Our Rabbi



A Message From Our Temple President
Dear Members and Friends,


With the High Holy Days only two months away, it is time to start planning for 
our Days of Awe. This is a time for serious introspection, a time to consider 
the mistakes of the previous year and repent before Yom Kippur. Temple Beth 
El has always provided a home for members of our Jewish community to 

contemplate and pray. We will continue this tradition of opening our synagogue doors to 
our community as we approach 5785. However, it is vital to understand that you cannot 
walk in unannounced; you must register in advance, so we can reserve a seat for you and 
members of your family. Registration is easy and there are many ways to do it, with the 
quickest and most convenient being through our website. If you are on our mailing list, will 
also receive a registration form in the mail. Most important, whether you are a member, 
guest, or friend, you must register in advance, to be admitted into the building. It is sad that 
we must take these measures, however, we must be diligent and never put the safety and 
wellbeing of our attendees at risk. As Rosh Hashanah brings 5784 to an end and welcomes 
5785, we cannot forget the atrocities of October 7th, but continue to look to the future by 
honoring LaDor va Dor, from generation to generation. It is our heritage to move forward 
and celebrate Judaism but to also remember those who have passed.  Every year, we 
celebrate the lives of those who we have lost by remembering them during our Yizkor 
Service. Yizkor follows our Yom Kippur morning service. As part of Yizkor, we read the 
names of all being remembered, and to further honor our lost loved ones, the temple prints 
a Yizkor - Book of Remembrance. This book is handed out to all attendees of our Yizkor 
service prior to its start. For those of you who wish to have the names of your loved ones 
and friends in our Book of Remembrance, simply fill out the appropriate form which may be 
found on our website www.bethel-fl.org. under the “Religious Life / Yizkor – Book of 
Remembrance” menu.

     For those of you interested in learning, or improving your skills in reading Hebrew, we 
are considering offering a series of classes. Keep you eyes open in your emails and other 
temple communications for a very short survey to identify interest.

     As a reminder, many people in Manatee County need our help getting food. As most of 
you know, our PB&J sandwich drive has restarted, and our next date to drop off 
sandwiches at the temple is Thursday, August 15th, between 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. In 
addition to making sandwiches, we will also be volunteering at Our Daily Bread on 
Thursday, August 22nd from 9:30 to 11:30. More information may be found under the 
“Events / Upcoming Events” menu on our website.


Be safe, be well.

Regards,

Joel Auerbach

http://www.bethel-fl.org


News from our Sisterhood & Brotherhood 

 
I’m very honored to have been chosen as the new 
President of the Brotherhood. I want to urge all the men 
to join us.  One of our goals this year is to have an event 
at least every other month. Non-Temple members are 

encouraged to attend. I feel, if they get to know us, they will want to join the Temple.  This 
month, we are sponsoring Jewish Community Day at the Tampa Bay Rays Game at Tropicana 
Stadium. It is being held on Sunday August 11.  Please contact Mitch @ 941 807-1246 for 
ticket availability. I hope to see you there. 

A reminder, our meetings are no longer being held at the IHOP on Sunday mornings.  All 
meetings are now being held at one of the brother's homes.  If you’re interested in hosting, 
please let me know.   Our next meeting is Tuesday, August 13 @ 7:00 p.m.   

The Sisterhood met on July18 at the Temple. We welcomed our new member 
Marcia Braff. We gratefully acknowledged the donation from Bonnie Krazik’s 
estate. She was a wonderful and active member of the Temple and the 
Sisterhood. We also made a generous donation to the Magen David Adom, 

Israel’s emergency response. 


We are planning a visit to the Sarasota Art Museum (in the former high school) on September 
18 . Their installation art is always exciting and unique. We will have a docent tour followed by 
an optional lunch across the courtyard at the Bistro restaurant. Details to follow.


Future activities we are considering include a tour of SRQ airport, attending a rehearsal of the 
Perlman Suncoast Program’s orchestra with Itzak Perlman, and a tour of the Sarasota Opera 
costume department. All suggestions are welcome.


The next meeting is at the Temple  on August 15. Please note the new time is 3:15, not 
3:30. We welcome all women of TBE. Our dues are $35.00 for the year. We look forward to 

BROTHERHOOD
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Joining our synagogue reminds us that we’re part of a wider community 
and gives us a chance to reach out and unite with others. We are a warm 

and inviting community.  Our Shabbat services are open to everyone. 

Welcome New Members!

Let's all welcome our newest members: 
Jeff Orlove 

Marcia and Dennis Braff   
Marcia Shepard 

Join today and get your new member gifts and engraved name 
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Remember to Mark Your Calendar! 

Monday, August 5   8:30 am Mitzvah Day @ Meals on Wheels 

Monday, August 5             10:30 am Sisterhood MPAC Backstage Tour and Lunch  

Friday, August 9                7:00 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service; Tisha B'Av 

Saturday, August 10              10:00 am   Shabbat Morning Service; Tisha B'Av 

Sunday, August 11         1:40 pm   Jewish Community Day at Ray’s Baseball Game  

Tuesday, August 13          7:00 pm   Brotherhood Social/Meeting  

Thursday, August 15         1:00 pm-4:00 pm  PBJ Sandwich Drop-Off 

Thursday, August 15         3:15 pm Sisterhood Meeting  

Friday, August 16              7:00 pm  Shabbat Service; Tu B'Av 

Saturday, August 17               10:00 am Shabbat Service; Tu B'Av 

Thursday, August 22            9:30 am-11:30 am Mitzvah Day @ Our Daily Bread 

Saturday, August 24         9:30 am Shabbat School begins  

Sunday, August 25                 10:00 am TBE at LWR Farmer's Market  

Wednesday, August 28     7:00 pm TBE Board Meeting (via Zoom) 

               ***Mah Jongg every Thursday from 1:00 pm-3:00 pm at TBE*** 

COME CELEBRATE SHABBAT 
WITH US! 

Musical Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
      Friday evenings at 7:00pm 

Traditional Shabbat Morning Service 
      Saturday mornings at 10:00am

Click Here to see all of our calendar events 

August 2024  

ttps://www.bethel-fl.org/calendar
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"Our Daily Bread" in Bradenton is a community-driven organization supported by 
churches, foundations, and numerous other community-oriented organizations. In 
addition to feeding the hungry, they collect health and beauty aids, everything from soap 
and shampoo to lotion and sunblock, to give to those in need. Please consider donating 
to this worthwhile project. Please place your donated items under the bulletin board in the 
lobby. 

Our Mitzvah Projects

Meals on Wheels purchases fresh produce for their 
meal delivery clients. The project involves sorting and 
bagging the produce.  No lifting required.  If you 
choose to sit, you can sit. For a lot of people, this is 
the only fresh food in their diet. They very much look 
forward to receiving it. The more people we have the 
faster it goes. Arrive 8:30 am.  
(Typically just 2 hours or less of your time). 

TBE PEANUT BUTTER and JELLY PROGRAM IS BACK! 
It’s easy-peasy. All you need to do is make peanut butter and jelly sandwiches or peanut 

butter and fluff sandwiches, wrap them in individual sealed zip lock bags and bring to 
TBE on the 3rd Thursday of every month. You can drop them off at the temple between 1 

pm and 4 pm, Ken Handelman will come to TBE to deliver them to Our Daily Bread, so 
they can be handed out at the food pantry on Friday.  The smallest things can make a 

HUGE difference. 

WE HOPE YOU WILL CONSIDER PARTICIPATING  IN THIS 
WORTHWHILE MITZVAH PROJECT 

Next Date is Monday, August 5 @ 8:30 am.  
Contact ChrisAnn Allen for more info- chrisanntbe@gmail.com 

mailto:chrisanntbe@gmail.com
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Question: 
What exactly is the holiday of Tisha B'Av?  

Answer: 
Tisha B'Av literally means the 9th day of the month of Av. It 
is regarded as the saddest day in the Jewish calendar, a day in which 
numerous tragedies in Jewish history occurred.  Some of the tragedies 
include: 

‣ The spies returned from the Promised Land with frightening reports, and 
the Israelites balked at the prospect of entering the land. G‑d decreed 
that they would therefore wander in the desert for 40 years.  

‣ Both Holy Temples in Jerusalem were destroyed on this date. The First 
Temple was burned by the Babylonians and the Second Temple fell to the 
Romans. 

‣ The Bar Kochba revolt against the Romans ended in defeat: The Jews of 
Betar were butchered and the Temple Mount was plowed one year later 
on the same date. 

‣ The 1290 expulsion of England’s Jews 
‣ The 1492 banishment of all Jews from Spain. 

L'Shalom, 
Reb Tuviah Schreiber 

"Ask the Rabbi" is a monthly column in the newsletter. If you have a question about Judaism, 
and think others would also like to know the answer, click below to email the Rabbi.

Ask the Rabbi

Ask the Rabbi 

mailto:rebtuviah@gmail.com?subject=Ask%20the%20Rabbi%20Question%20-Newsletter
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Gary and Meg Weinberg in memory of Meg’s mother, Margaret Bain Ballard 
Gary Konicov and Annedys Mendoza in honor of Susanne Konicov’s birthday! 
Ginger & Roy Manas in recognition of the 72 years they have been together! 
Temple Beth El in honor of our wonderful TBE members. 
Marcia Blacksin & Mitch Rubinstein in memory of Jeffrey Blacksin 
Temple Beth El in honor of our rebbetzin's birthday. Happy birthday Nancy! 
Albert & Staci Rosenstein in honor of Albert's birthday.  

Click Here to Sponsor!

July Oneg Sponsors

https://www.bethel-fl.org/shabbat-sponsorship


  

Our August Simchas 

August Birthdays

August Anniversaries

If you are a member of TBE and don't see your birthday or anniversary listed,

please email the office so that you can be listed here.

Beth Cooper and Lewis Lefer    August 6 
Nancie and Roger Bair       August 7 
 Cathy and Joel Auerbach     August 18 
 Joel and Helene Weiner     August 24 

Nora Nelson  August 1 
Diana Tully   August 2 
Deena Wegner  August 3 
Barry Schneider  August 13 
Maxxine Smith  August 18 
Robert Eredics  August 23 
Randy Files  August 26 
Harold Millstein  August 26 
Stephanie Banfill August 27 

mailto:info@bethel-fl.org


It is traditional to light a Yahrzeit candle on the evening of 
observance. In addition, we urge you to attend Shabbat services 
to honor the memory of your beloved and to recite Mourner’s 
Kaddish on the Yahrzeit. May your memories of the departed 
always be a blessing. 

Yahrzeits for August 

August 02 August 03 
Anna Bever   remembers  Robert Bever  
Helen Hammerman remembers  Hilda Islovitz  

August 09 August 10 
Josh Leuchter  remembers  Gloria Leuchter  
Pearl Friedman  remembers  Lionel Friedman 

August 16 August 17 
Robyn Spirtas  remembers  David Rosenfeld  
Ira Kramer   remembers  Jack Kramer 

August 23 August 24 
Neil & Sandy Clark remembers  Jane Clark  
Celia Strickler  remembers  Blanche Strickler 
Neil Spirtas   remembers  Lillian Spirtas 
Robyn Spirtas  remembers  Sadie Rosenfeld 
Richard Toppel  remembers  Carol Toppel 

August 30 August 31 
David Meier   remembers  Anneliese Mai  
Lisa Leuchter  remembers  Elaine Roberts  
Robin Eiseman  remembers  Sibyl Padelford  
Sandy Clark  remembers  Golda Milch  
Marlena Johnsky  remembers  Norman Harris



July was filled with fun activities.  
As a member of TBE, there is ALWAYS something to do  

and someone to enjoy it with!  

 
 

Albert Rosenstein's Musical Talents.

We are so lucky to have Albert playing bass at Friday night services.  

In support of him and his band, Shell and the Crabs, members of TBE went 

out to see and support him at Woody's River Roo in Ellenton. 

Fun times at the LWR Farmer's Market! 



Members and friends of Temple Beth El came out in support 
of the Jewish Federation's "Just Schmoozing" event held on  

July 23rd at Mila's on the Manatee in Palmetto.



 Celebrating Special Oneg & Kiddush Moments!

 Music is an important part of our services. 
Some of our members start very young! 



 Beverly and Eric Jacobs' granddaughter Lilly, along with 
Hila, Rise and Yitzchak at a Shabbat morning  service.

Mitzvah moment:  
Members of TBE helping out at  
Our Daily Bread of Bradenton.
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Register

https://form.jotform.com/241628723493058
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Buy Tickets

https://form.jotform.com/241825830934157
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Email Mitch 

mailto:mallettagency@gmail.com?subject=Brotherhood%20TBE%20


 22



 23



 24



 25



 26



 27



 28

If you know of anyone interested in 
“Shabbat School” for their children, please 
have them contact Rabbi Tuviah.  

If you would like more information, 
including Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparations 
and how to enroll, contact,  
Rabbi Tuviah – rebtuviah@gmail.com 

Religious School - A New Way, An Exciting Way!

No longer on Sunday, now "Hebrew School" happens every Saturday starting at 9:30 
am and is “Shabbat School!” It is a delight for all. Children are included in the true 
celebration of Judaism. They become a part of their religion in a meaningful, 
practicing way, participating alongside their parents or grandparents and the rest of 
the congregants. This is the way learning was meant to be.

Learn More

Registration now open!

https://www.bethel-fl.org/education


Happenings in the upcoming months 



Register today

http://www.bethel-fl.org/high-holy-days
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An Easy Way to Donate to TBE 

Most of use have a dish where we collect coins that fell into our pockets  
or purses. Please consider donating them to the Temple's "Pushki Fund."  
One hundred percent of the coins donated will go to the Temple's 
general fund and help us fund on-going operations.  We will 
acknowledge your donation by letter and, if you itemize deductions, 
you can use the amount to lower your tax bill. Just put the coins into 
a sturdy plastic bag along with a note with your name and address. 
Leave the bag on the Temple's desk in the office the next time you 
come to services. We'll take it from there. 

Ira Kramer, Treasurer 
908-723-4078 
treasurer@bethel-fl.org  

Legacy Gift Giving 

Please consider Temple Beth El in your Trust or Will stating a gift 
is to be made upon your passing. Your legacy gift will help 
ensure that Temple Beth El’s 50-year history will serve the 
community for generations to come. 

Aside from the tax incentives, there is no greater gift than 
leaving a lasting memory. Your gift can be a monetary gift, a 
piece of property, or a valuable or collectible item that might be 
relevant to your faith in G-d.  And just as importantly, your gift 
might inspire others to give back as well. 

The synagogue can purchase burial plots in the “Gardens 
of Abraham” section of the Skyway cemetery and pass 
the savings on to our members.  
 
Our Treasurer, Ira Kramer is taking names of those who 
might be interested. 

Contact him for more information  
treasurer@bethel-fl.org or 908-723-4078

mailto:treasurer@bethel-fl.org
mailto:treasurer@bethel-fl.org


Future Expansion Fund  
Anonymous donors 

Yahrzeit/In Memory Of 
Sandy & Neil Clark IMO Nellie Jackson 
Fran & Todd Manas IMO Steven Manas 
Sarah Meg Weinberg IMO Margaret Bain Ballard 
Sandy & Neil Clark IMO Harry Kleinman 
Roy & Ruthann Manas IMO Steven Manas 
Joe Tully IMO Alice Pauline Tully 
Marlena Johnsky IMO Norman Carnow 

Security Fund 
A very big thank you to the many people who 
donated to the security fund this month, your 
donations are always appreciated! 

Thank you to all of our generous donors. Your gift helps keep Reform Judaism alive 
in Manatee County. There are many, ways and reasons to make a donation to TBE.

Donations    Thank you for your donation!

And to all who donated to 
the United Hatzalah Israeli 

EMS service... 
Israel thanks you! 

Help us in supporting Israel. DONATE TO ISRAEL HERE 

Please help support our efforts to provide Israel with funds 
for much-needed medical supplies and services. Our 
homeland is under attack, and we must be as helpful as 
possible.   Select the "DONATIONS FOR ISRAEL" button

https://form.jotform.com/211605456727154
https://form.jotform.com/211606149671152
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Check Out our Wonderful Advertisers! 

Click here to make 
a prayer request

Learn More

http://www.bethel-fl.org/caringcircle
http://www.bethel-fl.org/caringcircle
https://www.completecaredocs.com
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Learn More

Learn More

Learn More

http://jerseygirlbagels.net
http://jerseygirlbagels.net
http://jerseygirlbagels.net
http://jerseygirlbagels.net
http://jerseygirlbagels.net
http://jerseygirlbagels.net
http://jerseygirlbagels.net
http://jerseygirlbagels.net
https://www.jerseygirlbagels.net/
https://www.mybradentondermatology.com
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/robert-toale
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Do you have a facebook page? Have you “liked” TBE’s page? Go to our 
FaceBook page and hit “like”. Keep up with everything going on at the 
Shul. Also, consider joining the “Jewish Community of Manatee” on 
facebook too. We can comment and support each other there. 

For questions about using Facebook, contact Robyn Spirtas 

And follow us on Instagram: 
@tbemanatee   

TREE OF LIFE!  

Leaves are available on the Tree of Life in the temple 
lobby. Have your leaf custom engraved to honor a 
loved one for $100. Call the temple office for details.  
941-755-4900 

Respecting Holiness in Our Gathering Place  
 
The TBE Sanctuary is a special place where we go for spiritual connection, reflection, and 
prayer. We ask that during services, congregants refrain from wearing tank tops, spaghetti 
straps, mini-skirts, shorts, or t-shirts. Please turn your cell phone off or place it on vibrate 
and refrain from social conversations once the service has begun.  

Watch live services or see a past service.... Go to 
www.facebook.com/tbebradenton  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Temple Beth El Bradenton/Lakewood Ranch 
5150 Peridia Blvd. E. Bradenton, Fl. 34203  

941-755-4900 • bethel-fl.org

http://www.facebook.com/TBEBradenton
https://www.instagram.com/tbemanatee/
http://bethel-fl.org

